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CITAPTER IL
AN ABEDDOS OF THE sEA!

[t was twilight on the sea. The selting sun
bad flooded the heavens with such golden bright,
ness, however, in the warmth of its farewell
kisses, that the shores and waters of Australia
were stiil lighted up with exquisite clearness
s d beauty, Pale and roseats shadows were
b'andiog with the purple which had mautled the
sky, acd which seemed the more lonely from its
contrast with the dark blue sea.

That n.illdlwunnnplybuullfu!mdulln‘
And on that sea, at thet calm hour, advanced
the stataly ship, with swelling sai's and bending
epars, befors & favorable treeze, with a rich
freight, large treaspre List, and an vnusasl nam-
ber of passengets. She was howeward bound,
four days out from Syduey for Liverjool, and
how DLeat the guilant hearts asoard of Ler! how
high their hopes, and L'cst their keon lmagine
ings of that fair land and thoss swee' homes be-
yond tbe heaviog flood!  How bright appeared
the future to every one of thoss whoie thoughts
weaul over the Lisckless wale's 10 friends for
yeoars ax d yoars unseen !

Thus onwards swepl the statsly ship—thus
on, ihu? ¢cn

Yot ou that vessel’s d.ck, a' that aweet hour,
there walked & mau of mnvstery, as the demon of
that Edea : a man not aged in yesrs, bat old in
crims—dsrk foatured, a'ranygs and siient ; a thin
sod restleas figure, dressed in L ack, with a
combjnation of the minfs erial aud iofernal in his
appearance.

He bad joust come om' of the cabin, with
& siravge gleam of triumph in his eyes, and
was walking slowly and sbstreciediy furward,
and saylog to biaself:

® Thos far I have succesded—thus far all is
well. Ob, England—ob, Dowlingshire! Ye
shall 5ot know your fue!"

He paused amidships, by the westher bul-

war ks, and stood gazing far and near over the
wn.-u- overy hand, as if searching for an ex-
pected asil, while maly acurious glance was
bent upon him by the sallors of the watch off
deck, and by the passengers sauntering bhere and
there, All deemed him strar go—the more inex-
plicable, that mnotkisg was known coneerning
bim beyond the fact that he had taken passage
for Liverpool, under the name of **Nat Gaunels,
naturalist.”” Not one of all tho's souls aboard
of the Medusa knew from whencs that man of
mystery oame, nor what was his character or
condition, Rumor said that be had boen mak-
ing a collection of the birds and beasts of Ause
sralia for the Sri ish Musoum, & report » iaing,
perbaps from the fuct that he bad a esge sboard,
& weofen box about four feet equare, directed to
the Karl of —," (the mame purposely left
blank ) and containing, it was sald, some curi-
ous animal of some kiud or other,

Bauntering forward, the man seated himself
cazalessly on that cage, and drew his cloak up
closely around his chin and mouth, watching
all things and movements around him with a
teatloss eys. It was a curious cage that, for o
wild acimal—s mere wooden bux, Lored full of
small Loles—and a realiza ion of the fact seemed
to suddacly strike the seif styled naturallst, as
his glances restcd upon its rough wsides, fur a
sarcastic smile lighted up his feaiures,

“T've a fow troasures aboard of this vossel,"
he muttered, witha veusgoful gleam in his o) es,
“'and & number of servants. A cook, two wait-
ers, ard three sailors—all escaed convicts from
Botsay Bay! whiogs in buman shape that |
have bought for gold to execute my willi, each
sud every cre of them formesly trapsported for
Ife, 2d 4l mon ot the most despurate and vil-
lainous deseription! Ia! ha! and they are
alieady st work for me—nt work !”

The speaker sucdenly swrted, 5.4l looking st
the box,

A human finger, white and delicate enough to
be & woman'y, bad Leca thiuse through one of
1he boles thereiu !

Quistly drawing & knife from bis pocket, the

~~firficreant prepared to ampulate that porticn cf

v

the member presented to bis view, but it was
drawn back just in Ume to prevent him. Bmiting
bis clezched hand furiously sgainst the lid of the
box, as he replaced his knifs, he gave utterance
to a word or two of fierce denunciation, snd then
listened.

All was atisl, and nothing more of tke finger
was seen, Arising, the naturalist eommenced
wa'king to and fio. An Lour be paced the ves-
tel's deck, while the passeujers snl crew were
at supper, and nothiog did be seem to ses but
that clond coming up In the northern boad, as
the precursor of & teinjest,

But another hour thus pasted bad brought him
stranger sights.

Thus walkiog, be had seen the ssi'ors of ths
watch on deck sink down at their several s'a-
tions in a deathly sleep., Thus walking, he had
seen Lhe last man visible on deck,save him at the
belm, yleld to the powers of that singular slum-
ber, and yet had not uttered & word of surprise
at the urusua! occarrence, nor lost a single
step in that quiel and neiseless murching to ard

ro.
Descending into the forecastls, be had quletly
surveyed the igures rarged arcand it in various
postures of drowsiness and falgue, each in a
alssp like death.
“Men !" he cried.
ST wo sallors had thrust thelr heads fori b from
their bertbs at one side of the spartment,
“Ah | thete you are—fwo/ Remain !"
‘The sallors had drawn back out of sight, lyiog
still.
Aud then that slnister Lelug had uttered lu a
cold ard sepulchral volos, the words:
It ks done '™
He bad then gone up to the deck, taking his
‘way towards the cabin, from which nefther Ospt.
Btorms, mer ooy cue of ‘e passsngers, had
eweged after golng to their eveniog repast,
Axd there be now stood, jus’ without the en-
Lravce, looking stealthily around, like s man
who watches and waits for some terrible con-
umlm:du-wudu & panther at the mo-
ment of springing on its prey, yet as
Mmmm. -

& & man of blood,

16 weis 80 lights within the cabin, no
sounds of laughter and conversation wo:.dhd
therefrem, a8 usual, A strange acd unearthly
hu““\hﬂ.—.“- broken
only by the ccosstonal sesking of & block o
the dashing of & wave.

Just st that moment there Sams 8 wild ery
Bom the esbin cr and
ancther, all calling for help.

“That's Blnnadle!" sald Guanels. “‘He's in
the hands of my two trusty wabters |”

Then vas

ko s e sl e, e G b

were spon meving hare and thess for 8 momen:—
fina’ly vanishing lnto & state- reom.

+ Then Guunelg nolasiessly sntered Le 99bia.

the sounds of & scufile withis
¥he sabla, but all was 8o still again, ’

‘ There lay the pastengers, mals and fomale,
old and young, on each alde of the we'l filled ta=
ble, all in the profound silence of desth, but
bavirg not its semblance, On each and every
eheek ware rests the rwes of health and life, and
trom every u..w came tho steady respirations
d:...- that lnp ! as strange the solitary
figure regarding that seore of slespers!

It was an aw ful scene.

There lay the captain of thal stately vessel,
one leg still resting upom the chair from which
e had fallen backwards ss powerless ae If life
had already lefe his stalwart frame.

There were the forms of several young and
|ovely women, and among them the form of one
younger and loviler than the rest, s very angel
of beauty and grace, lying prostrate on the cabin
tloor, ber luxuriant tremes dishevelled, and the
matchiess symmatries of ber bust and shoulders
all too much exposed to that man's inflamed and
g'aring eyes,

Alas! It was Mary Lizzle, lying where she
hind been precipitated from the arms of Jack
A wild ery of trlamph, such as & wo.f might
utter when rending his prey, escaped the i, of
that man of jerior, as his glances roved all too
admiringly over the form of that helplesa and
hiaplers malden,
CVALL" be sald, “It's you, Mary L'zzie, 1
rather expocted you here."’
He then passed on.

To be Continurd,
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